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Dear James 
 
Workforce planning in local government: availability of higher education 
courses 
 
On 20 June, the Local Government and Communities Committee took evidence from 
a panel of expert witnesses on the issue of workforce planning in local government; 
one of the main issues we are exploring as part of our scrutiny of the Scottish 
budget, and pre-budget scrutiny, this year.  
 
The Official Report of the meeting is available here: 
 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11619  
 
A key theme of the evidence was the complexity involved in planning future 
workforce needs within local authorities, with so many variables in play. High-level 
information-sharing and, wherever possible, coordination between the local 
government sector and other stakeholders is therefore vital if the sector is to 
maintain a strategic view of its needs and ensure that its plans are adequately future-
proofed.  
 
In this connection, witnesses drew to the Committee's attention the negative 
consequences of higher education courses in which local government has an 
important stake being discontinued, apparently without much prior consultation or 
even warning. Witnesses argued that this can have a real impact on local authorities' 
resilience in a small country such as Scotland, where few - if any -  courses in that 
subject might be available in other institutions, particularly in the case of vital but 
specialist disciplines with a relatively low headcount such as town planning. Another 
example provided during the session was the recent decision of Queen Margaret 
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University to discontinue its Masters in Public Administration course. The Committee 
was told that this risked having a significant and negative impact on local 
government, as this course had been an important training ground for future leaders 
in that sector.   
 
In its discussion after the evidence session, the Committee noted the importance of 
this issue and that it intersected with the remit of the Education and Skills 
Committee. Given this, the Committee agreed that it would be appropriate for me to 
write to you to draw the issue to your Committee's attention, as I am now doing.  
 
The clerks to the LGC Committee would be pleased to provide your officials with 
further information on this matter if you or they would find that helpful. 
 
Kind regards, 

 

Bob Doris MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 


